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October 5, 2006 
 
Secretary Mike Chrisman 
Chair, California Ocean Protection Council 
 
Douglas Bosco 
Chair, State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 

ATTENTION:  Marina Cazorla, Project Manager 
 
RE: Support for the Central Coast Marine Protected Area Baseline Monitoring Project 
at OPC meeting on 10/26 and Conservancy meeting on 11/9 
 
Dear Mr. Chrisman and Mr. Bosco; 
 
On behalf of NRDC’s more than 650,000 members, more than 120,000 of whom are 
Californians, I am writing to express my strong support for the Central Coast Marine 
Protected Area Baseline Monitoring Project. Since the passage of the Marine Life 
Protection Act in 1999, NRDC has actively worked to implement this innovative law.   
The proposed project would grant $2,000,000 to California Sea Grant; California Sea 
Grant would then oversee an RFP process and award contracts to gather essential 
baseline data on Central Coast marine protected areas, including socio-economic data. 
This fundamental information on key habitats and species will help the state evaluate 
how well the MPA network is meeting the goals and objectives of the Act and inform 
adaptive management decisions. California Sea Grant’s respected reputation and 
experience with similar grant programs will help maximize the available funds and 
ensure they support high-quality projects. 
 
I encourage the Ocean Protection Council to find that the Coast Marine Protected Area 
Baseline Monitoring Project is of high priority and the Coastal Conservancy to 
authorize $2,000,000 of funding for the project it at its November meeting.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kate Wing 
Ocean Policy Analyst 

NATURAL RESOURCES DEFENSE COUNCIL 
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Phil Isenberg, Chair 
Isenberg/O’Haren, Government Relations 

William Anderson 
Westrec Marina Management, Inc. 

Meg Caldwell 
Stanford  Law School 

Ann D’Amato 
Los Angeles City Attorney’s Office 

Susan Golding 
The Golding Group, Inc. 

Dr. Jane Pisano 
Natural History Museum of L.A. County 

Cathy Reheis-Boyd 
Western States Petroleum Association 

Douglas P. Wheeler 
Hogan & Hartson, LLP 

 

John J. Kirlin, Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

California Resources Agency 

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311 

Sacramento, CA  95814 

916.653.5656  phone 

916.653.8102  facsimile 

www.dfg.ca.gov/mrd/mlpa 

 

 

 
 
October 26, 2006 
 
The Honorable Douglas Bosco 
Chair, State Coastal Conservancy 
 
The Honorable Mike Chrisman 
Chair, California Ocean Protection Council 
 
13300 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Attention:  Marina Cazorla, Project Manager 
 
 
RE:  Support for (a) augmenting seafloor mapping (Conservancy Agenda Item 
3), the Statewide Marine Protected Area Monitoring Program (Conservancy 
Agenda Item 4) and the Central Coast Marine Protected Area Monitoring 
project (Conservancy Agenda Item 5) at a Conservancy meeting on 11/9 and 
OPC meeting on 11/28 
 
Dear Mr. Bosco and Mr. Chrisman: 
 
The three agenda items reference above are critical to successful 
implementation of the Marine Life Protection Act and urge that the 
Conservancy and the OPC support these activities. 
 
Useful habitat maps support the design of networks of MPAs and the requested 
augmentation of current mapping would complete high priority mapping up to 
Pt. Arena, a likely boundary between MLPA study regions. One designated, 
effective monitoring of the performance of networks of MPAs is critical to 
policy makers’ judgments of their performance and provides the foundation for 
learning and adaptive management. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
John J. Kirlin  
Executive Director
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